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The role of a publisher (me)

A.k.a. “publishing editor” or “journal publishing manager”
® Focus on a particular, but quite broad subject area

" Oversee editorial office, submission system, production of journal, distribution,
legal issues, ethics issues, recruitment, outreach budgeting & payments,
contracts etc.

® No hands-on work on peer review
® Editorial independence
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What to expect when you try to publish...

: "
1
- 3
»
P » -~
- =
s
~ l‘
A A TR
- ~
. ‘

Most scientists regarded the new streamlined peer-review process By Nick D. Kim, PhD
as “quite an improvement.”



http://lab-initio.com/
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“Typical” peer-review process
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Author submits
arficle to journal
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sCreens paper
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Read The ‘Guide for Authors’ and the Aims and Scope

* Find it on the journal homepage of the publisher

 Editors do not like wasting time on poorly prepared
manuscripts

« Each journal can have unique, or specific
requirements (e.g. about reporting of data, word
length etc)

e Submitting to an incorrect journal costs you time,
and effort, think carefully and then submit!
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The main forms of peer review

® Single or double blind peer review
" Varies massively across disciplines
¥ Single most common

" “Sound science” peer review
® PLOS One, Heliyon, Frontiers, etc

" Pre-publication or post-publication
" Pre-pub: vast, vast majority
" Post-pub: e.g. F1000, Copernicus



References and further reading

. H.C. Williams (2004) “How to reply to referee’s comments when submitting
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Dermatology Vol. 51, pp 71-83.

. T. M. Annesley (2011), “Top 10 tips for responding to reviewers and editor comments”,
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. 7 tips for dealing with reviewer comments. ECR2STAR.
http://ecr2star.org/blog/2013/10/15/7-secrets-for-dealing-with-reviewer-comments

. Editage Insights: How to deal with conflicting reviewer comments.
http://www.editage.com/insights/how-to-deal-with-conflicting-reviewer-comments

. Editage Insights: Submission and Peer Review. http://www.editage.com/insights/how-to-
respond-to-comments-by-peer-reviewers

. Editage Insights: How to write a great rebuttal letter.
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Getting the slides

Search for “Researcher Academy
Elsevier Workshop” or

www.researcheracademy.com

Enter this code: SRKXFI


http://www.researcheracademy.com/

How to write a research paper
that gets through prescreening?

Prof.dr.sc. Neven Duic

Editor — Energy Conversion and Management, Q1, IF = 6.377
Subject Editor — Energy, Q1, IF = 4.968
Editorial Board — Applied Energy, Q1, IF = 7.900
Regional Editorial Board — Thermal Science, Q3, IF = 1.093
Editor-in-Chief — JSDEWES, Scopus Q2, CiteScore 1.10



Prescreening

Did you check the journal scope?
Did you actually read the journal guidelines?

Did you structure it properly? IMRAD?

What is the hypothesis? Is it unique and
novel? Did you actually prove it in the paper?

Did you check for similarity?
Can your English be easily understood?



Ethics in publishing
Professor Soteris Kalogirou

Cyprus University of Technology
Editor-in-Chief — Renewable Energy journal
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Important things to note:

Do not copy parts from other papers.
— Plagiarism is a scientifically wrong behavior.

— Similarity is now checked as part of the initial screening
and papers are rejected automatically because of that-
including even own papers.

Cite properly material taken from other papers.

Cite equations taken from other sources not derived
by the authors.

— This does not apply to standard well-known relations.

A usual cause of problems is self-plagiarism — usually
involving papers initially presented in conferences.
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Similarity check

All papers pass through similarity check.

The tool used is ithenticate which compares the
paper with millions of other published sources.

Usually single words and bibliography are excluded.

The tool does not compare equations, tables and
figures.

The interpretation of results is responsibility of the
Editor.

Some examples.....
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Example 1 —no problem

« Content Tracking - Google Chrome
@ Secure | https//crosscheck.ithenticate.com/en_us/report/30932211/content
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Che Rt v menscae

Document Viewer

An Overview

As of: Aug 29,2017 1:18:29 PM

and Perfo...

8,329 words - 23 matches - 509 sources

Mode: Content Tracking v

by using Markov process. To examine the DFIG during transient operation both control and modeling of
the system has been done. The main contribution of this paper is performance and reliability aspect of
the DFIG in details. To the fault analysis DFIG based wind turbine has been simulated in Matlab Simulink
for line -line, the line-ground and double line to ground fault study. Cover Letter To, The Editor-in-Chief
Energy, Elsevier Subject: Manuscript submission for publication in the Energy Journal, Dear Editor-in-
Chief, Enclosed here with please find the new manuscript entitled: "An Overview of Reliability
assessment a
Saket (the corr

the “ENERGY, Elsevier”, one of the prestigious international journal. The manuscript has not been

previously published, is not currently submitted for review to any other journal, and will not be submitted

elsewhere before a decision is made by this journal. Thank you very much for your kind research

Ay ,
wowindjst.org [
This i source 51 in the Similay

—— SRR 1 by 000 Of more sources in the Similanty report

331 words / 4% - Internet trom‘1 2-Mar-2015 12:00AM
publications.lib chalmers. se [

This ks source #16 in the Similarty report
This source s partially hidden by one or moce sources in the Semélanty report

317 words / 4% - Crossref
Beniuga, 0. R. Beniuga, P, Bicleanu, A Nicuta, and S. Ursache, "Wind turbine crowbar
liabi jectr arge”

LNICTENce and PO On Of

This ks source #2 in the Similarnty report
This source ks partially hidden by one of moce sources in the Simianty report

317 words / 4% - Crossref
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Conference and Exposition on Electrical and Power Engineering, 2012 [4

This source is compietely hidden by one of more sources in the Similarity report




Example 2 — problematic case
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Document Viewer 11,791 words - 97 matches - 508 sources

Mode; Content Tracking » -
Include Dibliography : all Sources >

DFIGs  active modes and utilizations. 2282 words / 27% - Crossref
htohd Zin, Abdullah Asuhaimi B. kMghmoud Pesaran H.A. Azhar B, Khairuddin, Leila
: i g ariali An overview on doubly fed induction generalors’
14 MSed €I ¥ generaid Renewable and
i Resien® 2013, []
Itis followed by DFIG control methods  in additionto  overviews of different  engaged This ks scurce 21 in the Similarity report
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electrical and mechanical controlling methods. Basedon  the review

672 words / 8% - Internet from 26-Jan-2015 12:004M
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DFIG has compensation regarding electrical, mechanical as well as economic views.

FIG has the main romisin for W in power ration
DFIG has ein  promising  prospect ECs gene to ﬁﬁﬁwmds.r'B%-!nlernetﬁomz-}-.h.ln-‘zm?lz:num

harmonize  the conventional systems. wowwLIroil.com [
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665 words / 8% - Internet from 01-Aug-2016 12:00AM
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665 words / 8% - Internet from 05-Sep-2016 12:00AM



Example 3 — extreme case

+f Content Tracking - Google Chrome — X

@ Secure | https://crosscheck.ithenticate.com/en_us/report/26542109/content

&) BN
, 0
check{roue by IThenticate As of: Jan 14, 2017 2:04:19 AM
Document Viewer 8,371 words - 85 matches - 80 sources

Mode: Content Tracking v

E de small sources¥ Exclude small maiches+ = U

nclude Bibliography

utilization. Ina perfect matched system, the operation of the load-line is close to the 4,339 words / 57% - Internet from 05-feb-2010 12:00AM
www.mans.edu.eg [

This is source #1 in the Similarity report.
Rs source is partially hidden by one g

maximum power—-line of the solar cell array. Computer simulation for the operation and

sizing of photovoltaic (PV) components is avery systematic method of determining the ore sources in the Similarity report.

behavior of PVPS. Using simulation methods the electrical power output can be optimized

with respect to component sizes. A method of detailed modeling and simulation must be 817 words / 11% - Crossref
Gupta, S.. "A unified approach to modelling photovoltaic powered systems", Solar

available before the issue of optimum sizing is adequately pursued. The topics of Enerqy, 199510 []

fn:":;::fal A submitted paper with a high similarity percentage does not mean that the
photovoitai guthor has intended to copy work. For example, re-use of standard phrases within a
PV array, dc|

moceing | SUDject area may give an article a high percentage match when there is a valid

[5]. Whereas

reason for the sections of text being the same or similar to other published work.

heating and
System', IEEE Transactions on Energy Conversion, 1987. [}
This source is completely hidden by one or more sources in the Similarity report.

investigated the long-term performance of PV pumping system with a maximum power point
tracker. The operation characteristics of dc-permanent, series motor and shunt motor with a

centrifugal load was presented and compared in [8]. A mathematical methodology for the
116 words / 2% - Crossref

optimum configuration of photovoltaic pumping system in a solar domestic hot water was Seventh E C Photovoltaic Solar Energy Conference, 1987, [
investigated in [9]. One of the widely accepted network theories is the Graph Theoretic This is source #3 in the Similarity report. _ o
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Sometimes small similarity but
in crucial area of the paper....

+f Content Tracking - Google Chrome — X

@ Secure = https:;//crosscheck.ithenticate.com/en_us/report/28579600/content
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As of: May 3, 2017 6:20:24 AM
Document Viewer 7,079 words - 13 matches - 335 sources

Mode: | Content Tracking v 3 ®
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This finding is slightly different to the detected tar species in the case of dolomite at 700
grading producer gas quality from rubber wood

hermocatalytic treatment reactor”, Bioresource

?C in which phenanthrene, styrene and chrysene were not identified in the case of

ruthenium at500 ?C. In addition, most of the heavy PAHs were decomposed at

7 f . A This is SOUTEw== ilarity report.
reaction temperature of 500 ?C, meaning thatthe ruthenium catalyst inhibited This source is partially hidden by one or more sources in the Similarity report.

the formation of high-ring tar compounds.

361 words / 6% - Crossref
.A. Bakar. "Thermocatalytic treatment of
dio frequency", Bioresource Technology, 2013. [}

This activity was
This is source #2 in the Similarity report.
This source is partially hidden by one or more sources in the Similarity report.
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131 words / 2% - Internet from 24-May-2016 12:00AM
conservancy.umn.edu [}

This is source #3 in the Similarity report.
This source is partially hidden by one or more sources in the Similarity report.

accelerated tar cracking reaction.

Moreover, by

68 words / 1% - Crossref

Borges, Fernanda Cabral, Qinglong Xie, Min Min, Luis Antonio Rezende Muniz,
Marcelo Farenzena, Jorge Otavio Trierweiler, Paul Chen, and Roger Ruan. "Fast
microwave-assisted pyrolysis of microalgae using microwave absorbent and HZSM-

catalytic activities of ruthenium increased significantly. At this condition, benzene, 5 catalyst", Bioresource Technology, 2014. [}

increasing the catalytic reaction temperature up to 700 ?C, it can be seen that the

. . . This source is completely hidden by one or more sources in the Similarity report.
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Plagiarism

* Very serious accusation affecting the
academic career of the
researcher/academic.

=

7T E E Thermodynamics and exergoeconomic analysis of geothermal power plants Review Aricle
Fages|
Dreniz

r‘v Show preview | "_‘ POF (2328 K} | Relsted articles | Related reference work aricles

EEE =

eview Article

[_‘v Show preview | 1 POF (424 K} | Related arlicles | Related reference work articles

79 [ Bl An analysis of wind power density derived from several wind speed density functions: The regional assessment on wind power in Malaysia
FPages
M. Ma

M | Related arlicies | Related reference work articles

] Bl Retraction notice to “ Solar chimne! Sustainable Energy Rev. 12 (2008) 2005-2012]

[_"' Show preview | % POF (73 K) elated articles | Related reference work arlickes

articles 1 - 80
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Retraction reasons

Contents lists available at SciVerse ScienceDirect

Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews
ELSEVIER

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/rser

Retraction notice

This article has been retracted: please see Elsevier Policy on Article Withdrawal { http: /fwww elsevier com/locate/withdrawalpolicy).
This article has been retracted at the request of the Editor-in-Chief.

This article plagiarizes previously published material and used confidential data without permission. Considerable parts of the paper
have been taken directly from BOTEC Solar.

Cyprus
] [ University of
Technology



Same text, but....
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1. Introduet on

Botawana Power Corporation (BPC) ovesoes chetricity generation, tramsmission,
distribution and import from aboad. The Mompule slectricity genemting plant i the sole
eloctrical generating plant in the country. The facility & a coal-fired steam plant wigh s

air temperatnmes (above 33°C) in most parts of Botswana adversely
performance of the plant. Such observation is based on the fact th
temperature from the condenser is belioved to be abowe 100°C.

Tt should be noted that presently the elsctrical system’s maxin
country i around 90 MW, that is, 270MW more than the
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The problem of self-plagiarism

Usually apply for papers initially presented in conferences and
with little or no change they are submitted to journals.

— These are usually not identified by ithenticate unless proceedings
are published internationally but as the reviewers are experts in
the field usually they were present at the conference.

Not as serious as plagiarism — coping materials from other
people and claim it as yours

Still problematic because:
— Originality is questioned

— Avoid retraction possibility in the future — many times people
reading papers in a specific area come across the similar papers —
usually published in different journals and they ask for measures.

— In this case retraction is the only possibility....

== CYyprus
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One example:

+ Content Tracking - Google Chrome — X

@ Secure | https://crosscheck.ithenticate.com/en_us/report/26642594/content

Design and Develoiment of Solar Flat Mirror and...

As of: Jan 19,2017 12:19:35 PM
3,329 words - 56 matches - 108 sources

CheER® s, e

Document Viewer

Mode: Content Tracking v

Include Quotes Inc Exclude small sources¥  Exclude small maiches~ ﬁ_ u

former system. Sothatitisacost effective system.? Systemnow operates

with water  for producing electricity by transferring heat and store heat. With that

improvement, pollution reduced notably. ? Pipes, which were parallel to each other, are

now coaxial to each other. ? Absorber hasbeen made by INCONEL alloy 718 for

This source 1S

industrial type solar flat mirror system and P355GH for home type solar flat mirror system
instead of Chrome -Nickel alloy. ? In home type solar flat mirror system, absorber does
not require any vacuum process for its own absorber pressure. ? In former system, pipes that

enter to absorber and exit from

the same place and

were constructed like a post which caused few loses in terms of efficiency. Now they
have been constructed through absorber holders due to solve that efficiency problem. ?
Former system had only three absorber holder. In both home and industrial type solar
flat mirror system have four absorber holder that improves rigidity of absorber. ? Mirror
holders used to be constructed with welding and designed as a box-shaped metal sheet

construction.

en by one or more sources in the Similarity report.

169 words / 6% - Internet from 05-Sep-2016 12:00AM
www.boccone.it [

This source is completely hidden by one or more sources in the Similarity report.

169 words / 6% - Internet from 21-May-2012 12:00AM
citeseerx.ist.psu.edu [

This source is completely hidden by one or more sources in the Similarity report.

169 words / 6% - Internet from 11-Oct-2011 12:00AM
philibert.cedric.free.fr [

This source is completely hidden by one or more sources in the Similarity report.

169 words / 6% - Internet from 05-Apr-2012 12:00AM
www.iea.org [
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Other areas of ethical problems

Using inappropriate data

— In one case one paper was using data from a real system from 2010-2016,
but the system was put in operation in mid-2016.

Authorship problems
— Authors added or subtracted between resubmissions
— Both publisher and the editor/s are against “gift-authorship”
— Usually problems between supervisors and students

Salami publishing

— Basically the same paper published with minor additions, not necessarily
of high similarity — attempt to increase the number of papers

Submission of the same paper in two different journals
— Impossible for the tool to identify similarity....

Cases where similarity is low but most of the tables and figures are the
same.
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Ethical problems related to the
review process

* Reviewers asking authors to cite their papers

— Most of the times the papers are irrelevant to the
paper under evaluation.

— Sometimes it is very difficult to identify in the
review comments — many tricks are used.

— We send a warning letter to such reviewers — and
removed if this behaviour is repeated.

* Preparation of a discussion paper just to

reduce the credit of an author or to publish
even in this way a “paper”.

== CYyprus
] [ University of
Technology



Thank you for your attention.....

| will be happy to answer any

v
e 9
ELSEVIER

Renewable Energy
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questions.....

Professor Soteris Kalogiro
== Cyprus

Emails: ][ University of
soteris.Kalogirou@cut.ac.t Teens o0y

Rene-editor@cut.ac.cy
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Peer Review

One of the main outputs of research work.

mportant to maintain the integrity of science
oy filtering out invalid or poor-quality papers
R-Index (Logan 2014)

There can be various R-indices: R-factor,

R 5-over 5years, R 2 -over two years
and R 1- over a calendar or running year

The quality of content is not captured by
guantitative measures

Poor reviewers usually do not get re-invited,
delay reviewing process




...i1s critical because it

® |mproves the quality of the published paper

= Ensures previous work is acknowledged

u Determines the importance of findings

= Detects plagiarism and fraud

= Plays a central role in academic career development

..adheres to the principles that
m |t is a well understood concept
w Without it there is no control in scientific

communication

® Journal editors evaluate and reject certain articles
prior to external peer review

Why should you review?
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Awareness of new research

Builds association with

T Elsevier Publishing Campus

Peer Review Process

DN NI N N N NI N

v" Novelty
v

Clear research gaps

Clear scope
Concise abstract
Clear conclusion

Presentation and structure

Scientific English
Formatting
Similarity check

Editors’ view: what makes a good reviewer?

® Provides a thorough and comprehensive report
m Submits the report on time
® Provides well-founded comments for authors
m Gives constructive criticism
» Demonstrates objectivity

®m Provides a clear recommendation to the editor

Your ultimate checklist for reviewing a paper

Results and discussion

First impressions
Is the research original, novel and
important to the field?
Has the appropriate structure and
language been used?

Abstract
Is it really a summary?
Does it include key findings?
Is it an appropriate length?

Introduction
Is it effective, clear and well
organized?
Does it really introduce and put
into perspective what follows?
Suggest changes in organization
and point authors to appropriate

s

Be specific — don't write “the
authors have done a poor job"

Methodology
Can a colleague reproduce the
experiments and get the same
outcomes?
Did the authors include proper
references to previously published
methodology?
Is the description of new
methodology accurate?
Could or should the authors have
included supplementary material?

Suggest improvements in the wa
data is shown

Comment on general logic and
on justification of interpretations
and conclusions

Comment on the number of
figures, tables and schemes
Write concisely and precisely
which changes you recommend
List separately suggested change
in style, grammar and other sma
changes

Suggest additional experiments
or analyses

Make clear the need for
changesfupdates

Ask yourself whether the
manuscript should be published
atall

Conclusion
_ Comment on importance,

validity and generality of
conclusions

Request toning down of
unjustified claims and
generalizations

Request removal of redundancies
and summaries

The abstract, not the conclusion,
summarizes the study

References, tables and figures

Check accuracy, number
and citation appropriateness

_ Comment on any footnotes

Comment on figures, their
quality and readability

Assess completeness of legends,
headers and axis labels

Check presentation consistency
Comment on need for colour in
figures
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viewpoint.... What if | am reviewed?

Acknowledge and appreciate suggestions and
contribution from reviewers

If you have been unclear, admit it and apologize

*

It is necessary to agree on everything - but if you
disagree, try to make a convincing point!

Back up disagreement with reference to the data ("in
theory, yes; in practice, no...”)

Remind about widely accepted conceptualizations
and remind current state of the art



Now that we have seen the reviewers
viewpoint.... What if | am reviewed? (2)

Remind reviewers about the existence of diverging — but equally
legitimate — theoretical perspectives

Give reviewers “extra treats” — additional tables, analyses,
discussions, etc... not included in the manuscript — that give
them extraordinary insight into the methodology.

Explore all the literature they refer to and try to find a way to
USE the literature they suggest. Do not just cite it!

ow how their comments pushed you to collect extra data,
Show how th t hed to collect extra dat
question your interpretations, apply other analytical methods

Emphasize reviewers' aﬁpreciation. Remind the editor and the
other reviewers about the good things they saw in your paper
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